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On January 21, 1993, the State Water Board adopted a revised "Policy for
Implementing the State Revolving Fund for Construction of Wastewater
Treatment Facilities” (Policy). A new requirement in the revised policy is that 75
percent of the water connections in the loan applicant’s service area must be
covered by an adopted water conservation program consistent with local
ordinances and authorities. To satisfy this requirement the water purveyor may
become a signatory to the "Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Urban
Water Conservation in California (MOU)" September 1991. The MOU includes 16
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) that are established and generally accepted
water conservation practices.

In lieu of becoming a signatory to the MOU, an independent water conservation
program that meets the specific need of the community may be adopted. This
water conservation program must be consistent with local ordinances, authorities,
and acceptable to the Division of Clean Water Programs (Division).

The Division discussed with the Department of Water Resources the
implementation and requirements of the newly adopted water conservation
requirement in the SRF Policy. The easiest and best way to implement the water
conservation policy was to encourage all agencies requesting SRF funding to
become signators to this MOU.

However, in some cases signing the MOU is not feasible. Many water purveyors
adopt their own water conservation plans that are specific to their individual
water needs. In this situation, a conservation plan review must be performed to
insure compliance with the Division’s criteria.

An adequate water conservation program consists of an in depth look at five
different facets of water conservation: water supply and area characteristics,
current conservation program implementation, evaluation of alternative measures
recommended water conservation plan, and a water shortage plan. These facets
parallel the requirements of the Urban Water Management Planning Act, Water
Code Section 10610 et seq.






